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present from large, but not from small, doses, the blood is not 
affected, the heart is affected, probably directly in its muscular sub¬ 
stance. it is slowed and the force of the beat is increased in a manner 
somewhat analogous to the action of digitalis. Respiration is not 
affected in small doses, but in toxic amounts it becomes quicker and 
shallower; death usually resulting from respiratory centric paralysis. 
The effects on the nervous system were described early by Weir Mitch¬ 
ell. In mammals the effects are characteristic. Cats purr and prefer 
the dark, are soporific and stare "fixedly" with widely dilated pupils. 
The deeper reflexes are all exaggerated, but cutaneous sensations are 
blunted to the point almost of anesthesia. Ataxia with swaying is 
prominent in the gait. It would seem there is a preliminary stage of 
excitement in the action of the drug on the cerebral centers; this is 
usually marked by a sense of exhilaration, without much merriment, 
talkativeness is present to a marked extent, and the patients feel light¬ 
headed. This stage is followed by one of intoxication, in which the 
tendency to lie down is manifest, though there is little or no inclina¬ 
tion to sleep. The pupils are widely dilated and sluggish to light, in¬ 
co-ordination in gait resembling alcoholism, is apparent and there is 
a well-marked generalized tremor. Muscular twitchings are not infre¬ 
quent. Dual-existence sensations similar to those experienced in 
cannabis indica are not infrequent: the visual hallucinations arc the 
most interesting and constant cerebral manifestations. 

They seem at first to resemble the first optical sensations of mi¬ 
graine and then finally develop into other fantastic, bizarre and inter¬ 
esting shapes, though rarely of external objects. Coloring is intensi¬ 
fied and often beautifully blended. 

Some slight variation in the action of the alkaloids is apparent : An- 
halonnine and anhalonidine arc quite similar in their action, but lopho- 
phorine, while similar in action, is double the strength, especially in 
its action on the cord. Mczcaline acts apparently mostly on the visual 
centers. It is patent that "mescal" acts differently from any other 
known substance. It most closely resembles cannabis indica, but does 
not produce the feelings of merriment common to that drug. Its ef¬ 
fects on the brain and cord are similar to those of strychnine, while 
its action on the heart suggests digitalis. Thcrapeutieallv. as a general 
stimulant to the nervous system it seems indicated and especially so in 
melancholia, where its action on the kinesthetic sensations render it ap¬ 
plicable. J F.r.r.i iii:. 

254. Thymus I'.xtract ix Exophthalmic Goiter. \V. Rushton Parker 

(British Medical Journal. No. 1984, p. 12, Jan. 7. 1809). 

The author reports four cases. 

Case I. A well-marked case of three years' standing in a woman of 
twenty-eight. In six months she took 2.000 five-grain thymus tabloids, 
mostly ten to twelve daily, and ale a large number of lightly-cooked 
lambs’ thymus glands, with no perceptible effect, although the patient 
"somehow professed to feel better at the end of the treatment than at 
the beginning.” 

The author incidentally remarks that iron, digitalis, bromide, bel¬ 
ladonna. arsenic and blistering were equally ineffective. 

Case II. A woman of thirty-five, of a goitrous stock in a goitrous 
valley, presented the typical symptoms of Graves’ disease, except those 
relating to the eyes. During eighteen months she took 5,000 five-grain 
thymus tablets, usually twelve daily, and ate many scores of lambs’ thy¬ 
mus glands. She improved somewhat as regards general symptoms, but 
as she had notably improved during the two preceding years, the effect 
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ol the thymus was problematic. Digitalis. strophanthus and blisters 
were persisted in for some weeks with no effect. 

Case III. A woman of forty-five; disease of about a year’s dura¬ 
tion. She took 400 five-grain tablets in three months, besides many 
lambs’ thymus glands. During this time there was some improvement, 
but the pulse remained at 160 to 200, but in the following six months, 
during only one of which thymus was taken, she continued to improve 
at at least an equally rapid rate. "This patient, originally severely and 
dangerously ill, became practically quite well; but the improvement 
began long before the administration of thymus, and seemed to con¬ 
tinue independently of it; moreover, thymus was taken in comparatively 
small doses of four to six tabloids daily. Digitalis at first seemed 
beneficial, but subsequently did more harm than good. 

Case IV. A woman of forty-nine was first given thyroid tablets for 
six weeks, but they distinctly aggravated the symptoms. During the 
next year she took 700 five-grain tablets of thymus with some improve¬ 
ment, but during three consecutive months of this period she took no 
medicine and her condition remained as good as during the admin¬ 
istration of the remedy. Nevertheless, the patient was found a year 
and three-quarters subsequently perfectly free from all discoverable 
symptoms except a pulse of ninety-six, and a very slightly enlarged 
thyroid, having throughout that period treasured up her last stock of 
thymus tablets, convinced that they had cured her of her troublesome 
symptoms and might therefore be needed at some future time. 

Patrick. 

235. UehER DIF. BeHANDLL'NG OKU SYPHILIS 1 M Al.LGEMEINF.N UND thlKK 
diejenige der Tabes postkypiiii.itk'a tM Beso.yderen (Concern¬ 
ing the Treatment of Syphilis in General and especially of the Post¬ 
syphilitic Tabes). S. Tschiriew (Monatsschrift fur Psychiatric 
tmd Neurologic. Vol. 5. No. 6. 1899. P- 44°). 

Tschiriew has had an experience of more than seventeen years in 
military hospitals, and has found that the most common affections 
among army officers are the postsyphilitic. Syphilis, he says, is a con¬ 
stitutional disease and never completely curable, although post¬ 
syphilitic affections may be warded off if specific treatment is repeated 
at least once every three years during the ten or fifteen years following 
the infection. All excesses must be avoided. He disapproves of the 
simultaneous administration of mercury and the iodides. The latter 
hasten the elimination of the mercury, and thereby lessen its effective¬ 
ness in the treatment of syphilis, and increase the danger of stomatitis. 
Mercurial inunctions are of unquestionable value: no serious objection 
can be made to the mercurial ointment, although the mercurial soap 
employed by the physicians of Aix-Ia-Chapelle is preferable. Baths in¬ 
crease" the circulation of the mercury in the system, and the elimination 
through the kidneys and sweat glands, and thereby lessen the 
elimination through the mouth. A bath of 35 degrees C. lasting from 
twenty to thirty minutes should be given daily, and inunctions should 
be made a half to one hour after the bath. Inunctions should be given 
on six successive days, and on tbc seventh day a hath should be ordered. 
This treatment should be employed for five or six weeks, and during 
this time the mouth should be washed out seven or eight times daily 
with a solution of chlorate of potash, especially after eating, 
and the teeth and even the tongue should be brushed. The functions 
of the stomach and intestines must be carefully regulated, and the use 
of tobacco restricted. Tschiriew employs five to six grams of mer¬ 
curial soap or mercurial ointment daily. Pills and subcutaneous in¬ 
jections of mercury are not to be recommended. The inunctions are 



